
Virginia State Parks
Employee Benevolence Association
29 Years of Rangers Helping Rangers
Mark E. Hufeisen Scholarship Application
2025
Mark E. Hufeisen

Mark E. Hufeisen served in the Virginia State Park system for nearly 30 years before succumbing to cancer in 2011.  He was a dedicated employee, a creative thinker and had an internal drive to make the recreational setting of state parks the very best that it could be.  He especially enjoyed seeing hard working young people develop into successful contributors to society. Our hope is that the award of this scholarship will help you in your academic endeavors and lead to many successes in your chosen career. 

Assistance is limited to: Current Virginia State Park employees who are members of the VSPEBA or their dependents. A student is eligible for scholarship assistance for a maximum of 4 academic years or until graduation in an undergraduate, graduate or trade school program. 

In order for the Scholarship Committee to consider your request this form must be received no later than June 23, 2025 to:

HufeisenScholarship@outlook.com	

The following additional documents must accompany your application:

1. A full transcript of your most recent high school or college transcript record showing G.P.A.

2. Two letters of reference from teachers, employers, or other adults who know you. Letters must not have been used for previous applications to the Hufeisen Scholarship.

Applicant Information

Your name:	Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: 	Click or tap here to enter text.
Telephone: 	Click here to enter text. High School: Click here to enter text.GPA: Click here to enter text.
College/University: Click here to enter text.	Expected Major: Click here to enter text. 

Expected College/University Graduation Date: Click here to enter text

Are you a Virginia State Park employee who is a dues paying member of VSPEBA
(Yes or No)  Click here to enter text If yes, please indicate work location: Click here to enter text. 	

If NO, please list the qualifying Virginia State Park employee who is a dues paying member of VSPEBA and the park where they are employed. (You must be claimed as a dependent on their most recent Federal Tax return)
VA State Park Employee Name: Click or tap here to enter text.Employee Work location:  Click or tap here to enter text.

Parents/Guardian Address(es) and Phone Number(s) if different from students:

Father: Click or tap here to enter text.
Mother:Click or tap here to enter text. 

How many children will your parents have in college or trade school at the beginning of this school year? Click or tap here to enter text.

Describe any special circumstances that affect your ability to pay for college:Click or tap here to enter text.							
Essays
(Include additional pages if necessary)

Describe any work experience you had while attending high school, college or trade school. Include office, sales, farming, restaurant, seafood industry, boat yards, babysitting, yard work, hospital or nursing homes, housework for those other than your family.  For each job include your employer’s name and number of hours per week you worked.
Work Experience: Click or tap here to enter text.
Do you intend to work during the next school year?	Click or tap here to enter text.

Describe your participation in any school organizations, clubs, activities, or sports in the last three years: Click or tap here to enter text.


Describe your participation in any community or volunteer organizations in the past three years.
Click here to enter text.							
Describe your goals.  What do you intend to achieve in college?  What are your career goals?  
Click or tap here to enter text.
What types of projects, organizations or activities have you participated in that involved natural resource conservation? How did your conservation ethic influence your decision to participate?
Click or tap here to enter text.
Financial Need

What are your estimated college expenses for next year? 

Tuition:  Click or tap here to enter text. 
Room & Board: Click or tap here to enter text.
Books: Click or tap here to enter text.
Transportation: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Other: Click or tap here to enter text.

List any sources of aid you will be receiving.  Include all scholarship aid from other sources such as grants, loans, scholarships and work-study

Sources:                                                         Amounts:
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.           
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.		Click or tap here to enter text.

Balance needed: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Certification
The information I have provided in this application is true to the best of my knowledge. If I am awarded the Mark Hufeisen Scholarship, I will use the funds for expenses related to the pursuit of my educational endeavors as described within.


Signature: ______________________________________    Date: _______________


Applications must be received no later than June 23, 2025.

It is the responsibility of the applicant to send to the committee all of the materials requested.


Virginia State Parks
Employee Benevolence Association
Mark Hufeisen Scholarship Screening Criteria

Eligibility
Applicant must be an active employee, or dependent of an active employee of Virginia State Parks who is an active member of VSPEBA. The dependent must be listed as such on the most recent Federal Tax filing form of the active employee. In either case, the active employee must be a current, dues paying member of the VSPEBA.

Selection Process
A panel of 3 active members of the VSPEBA Board shall be appointed to a scholarship committee by the association chairperson. The scholarship committee will review and determine the recipients of the Mark Hufeisen Scholarship. Panel members, or relatives or dependents of panel members are not eligible for scholarships.


Selection Criteria
The scholarship recipients will be based on a combination of grades, community service, extracurricular activities, financial need and answers to the essay questions. Preference will be given to applicants who display interest in conservation and outdoor recreation through their work experience, service, activities and academic pursuit.

Award Criteria
Scholarships will be awarded depending on availability of funds. Available funds will be a major factor for how many scholarships and/or the amounts awarded. After awards are made, the remaining funds shall be retained in the Hufeisen Scholarship Fund. 

Award Disbursement
The funds will be disbursed directly to the individual(s) selected to receive the award.
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